
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
 
Spray! 
Dan Christensen, Keltie Ferris, Katharina Grosse, Jacqueline 
Humphries, Rosy Keyser, Yayoi Kusama, Robert Moskowitz, Jules 
Olitski, Stephen Prina, Sterling Ruby, David Smith  
July 8 – August 13, 2010 
Opening Reception: Thursday, July 8th, 5-7pm 
 
A valve is opened and thousands of liquid particles of paint are 
rapidly forced from a sealed pressurized container, emerging as a 
fine mist. Spray!, a group exhibition that examines artists who 
have embraced the invention of aerosol spray paint in making art. 
This cross-generational group of artists includes pioneers of the 
technique as well as a vibrant new generation of painters. Imbued 
with an ethereal quality, these works celebrate spray paint’s 
ability to create atmospheric layers that seem to extend beyond 
the frame. As spontaneity coexists with restraint, atomized 
contours of spray provide an immediate record of a single moment 
of gesture and action. 
 
Acting as the historical anchor to this exhibition is David 
Smith’s “Untitled” 1963 drawing. Using commercial spray enamel as 
early as the mid 1950’s, almost immediately following its 
introduction, Smith stencils the outlines of objects onto paper, 
reversing the solidity of his sculpture by offering an image of 
absence. Smith’s use of negative space is echoed by Kusama’s 1978 
ghostly outline of a fishing net. Color Field painter Jules 
Olitski’s 1972 work exploits the enveloping mist effect of this 
industrial application of paint. Dan Christensen’s 9 x 11 foot 
Pavo from 1968 records the immediacy and physicality of spraying 
as an artistic gesture. A large canvas by German painter Katharina 
Grosse, known for site-specific installations saturated with 
sprayed color, evokes burning flames while Robert Moskowitz and 
Sterling Ruby use black spray paint to more directly reference 
smoke saturated skies. In contrast, Stephen Prina emphasizes spray 
paint’s ability to create a uniform, uninterrupted surface. Works 
by Keltie Ferris, Jacqueline Humphries and Rosy Keyser chronicle 
the gestural freedom that aerosol spray enables and the intuitive 
action implicit in its application. 
 
For press and visuals requests please contact Miriam Grotte  

at 212.352.9460 or at miriam@damelioterras.com.  D’Amelio Terras shows 
Adam Adach, Polly Apfelbaum, Massimo Bartolini, Delia Brown, Jedediah 

Caesar, Nicole Cherubini, Tony Feher, Roland Flexner, Joanne Greenbaum, 

Leslie Hewitt, Matt Keegan, John Morris, Robert Moskowitz, Rei Naito, 

Noguchi Rika, Demetrius Oliver, Cornelia Parker, Dario Robleto, Heather 

Rowe, Sam Samore, Karin Sander, Noah Sheldon, and Yoshihiro Suda. 
 

David Smith, Untitled, 1963, spray enamel on 
paper, 10 1/4 x 13 1/4 inches. The Estate of 
David Smith, courtesy Gagosian Gallery. 


